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Our favorite things to do on 

holiday 
By Danielle & Isabella 

 
Oliver - I love to eat food! 
Bebe- I love to draw & color. 
Brody -  Snowball fight after it 
snows. 
Franco- I love opening presents 
and then playing with them. 
Carly- I enjoy baking cookies! 
Alasdair- I can play video games 
all day! 
Julian- I like spending time with 
my  family and playing games! 
Emma - I really love spending 
time with my family. 
Melissa - I enjoy playing in the 
snow 
Shannon - I really like to watch 
Christmas movies at home. 
Autumn - My favorite thing to do 
is spend time with my family and 
friends. 
Thomas - I love opening 
presents & playing with them.  
Mrs. Diaz - On my time off, I 
enjoy traveling around the world 
helping animals. 
 
 
WRIS Turkey Trot 2019 

 

 

 

 

For the students, by the students! 
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 Celebrity Birthdays in 
December 
By: Mikaela-Felice Aranez 
 
Dec.  2: Lucy Liu & Britney Spears 
Dec. 3: Ozzy Osbourne 
Dec. 4: Jay-Z 
Dec. 5: Walt Disney 
Dec. 13: Taylor Swift 
Dec. 16: Ludwin Van Beethoven 
Dec. 18: Brad Pittm, Christina 
Aguilera & Billie Eilish 
Dec. 28: The late Stan Lee & John 
Legend 
Dec. 30: LeBron James 
 

  

 
 

 
 

Animal of the Month: 
December is the reindeer 

By Dean M. 
The reindeer, also known as 
the caribou in North America, is 
a species of deer that is native 
to Arctic, sub-Arctic, tundra, 
boreal, and mountainous 
regions of northern Europe, 
Siberia, and North America.  
Scientific name: Rangifer 
tarandus. Trophic level: 
Herbivorous Conservation 
status: Least Concern 
(Population stable) Mass: Male: 
350 – 400 lbs (Adult), Female: 
180 – 260 lbs (Adult) 
Did you know: While human 
vision cuts off at wavelengths 
around 400 nm, reindeers can 
see up to 320 nm. Also 
Rudolph really did have a red 
nose. Reindeer need red noses 
to deal with freezing 
temperatures. The dense 
network of blood vessels in 
reindeer noses is also essential 
for regulating the animal's 
internal body temperature like 
many mammals, reindeer don't 
sweat. 



 

 

A MONTHLY DOSE OF FICTION 

A fiction story every month! 
By Melissa Nudelman & Friends 
A small squirrel scurried across 
the snow, looking behind him 
every few seconds. He yelled; 
“Please do not eat me, deer 
monster!” every couple minutes. 
Eventually, the squirrel was 
cornered in front of a tree. The 
deer-like creature did not try to 
attack the frightened squirrel. 
Instead, the deer said; “I don’t 
want to hurt you, squirrel!” 
chuckling a bit. “For I am a 
reindeer!” she added. “Oh! One 
of those! I’ve loved Christmas 
since I was young.” the squirrel 
said. “Well, can you do me a 
favor? Santa’s sleigh crashed 
and I have no clue what 
happened to everyone, so I must 
save Christmas!” said the 
reindeer, with a slightly worried 
face. They trotted across the 
snow for a while, and eventually 
found all the reindeer. “But 
where’s Santa?” Dasher and 
Cupid wondered. “He’s 
somewhere, that’s for sure.” said 
Comet. In the distance, there 
was a bright, golden light. Vixen 
suggested to follow it. Every so 
often, a ”Ho ho ho!” was heard, 
as if it was a call for help. 
”There he is!” the squirrel said. 
There was a worried Santa 
sitting on the snow, with his rosy 

Redragon Kumara K552 
Review  
By Oliver J 
Is it a good holiday gift? This 
keyboard is outstanding. For 
the price. It is mechanical, and 
most mechanical keyboards 
cost more. It doesn’t use full 
RGB but it has red backlighting. 
It is good for gaming and 
typing. I do have it at home 
since September and it is 
amazing. It is a little heavy, just 
saying. The keycaps use 
gaming fonts, but you can still 
read them, don’t worry. If your 
on a budget, I really 
recommend this keyboard. It is 
very loud, however. Other than 
that, it’s an amazing gaming 
keyboard. It works on Mac and 
Windows. 

 
         

 The Christmas Elfs 
By Shannon Quinn 
 
13 year old Sapphire the elf 
was running home from 
school with her twin brother 
Scott. The hard hail was 
pounding on the ground at 
the same time, snow was 
falling. It was almost blizzard 
like outside. As they rushed 
home the hail got bigger and 
the ground got covered in 
slush. Once they got to the 
front porch they were covered 

December 2019 Student of the Month 
Julia Starbeck 

 

 
 
What’s For Dinner? 
Traditional foods for the 
December holidays! 
By Carly Herman 
Many holidays fall in the month of 
December. People celebrate 
holidays such as Christmas, 
Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa. 
However, since most people 
celebrate Christmas, we’ll be 
talking about popular foods for a 
Christmas feast with delicious 
Christmas desserts. The #1 food 
item that people have for 
Christmas is peppermint bark. 
Potatoes are numbers 2 and 3 
(roasted potatoes and mashed 
potatoes). Two very splendid 
potato dishes. #4 is gravy. You 
can drizzle this sauce on almost 
anything and it’ll be scrumptious! 
Finally, #5 goes to pecan pie. A 



 

 

cheeks even rosier than before. 
Santa turned around, gasped in 
excitement, and ran up to the 
reindeer, hugging them! ”Oh, how 
I missed you! Rudolph, Dasher, 
Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet 
Cupid, Donnor, Blitzen, and.. 
Who’s this?” Santa said, pointing 
to the squirrel. ”This is the guy 
that saved Christmas!” the 
original deer said, now revealing 
he was Rudolph.  
 And that is how a 
squirrel saved Christmas! 

 
Useless Facts 

Christmas Edition 
By Melissa Nudelman 

Did you know that Santa Claus is 
1,749 years old? Me neither. And 
with these useless facts, you’ll 
learn much more than you’ll ever 
need to in your entire life. They’re 
not disturbing, I promise. 
 
Fact 1: Santa has nine reindeer, 
the ninth one being Rudolph. 
However, he was not adapted 
into media until the 20th century. 
This means that my homies from 
1801-1900 were singing along to 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” without the Rudolph 
part. I guess they called it “Nosed 
Reindeer”. 
 
Fact 2: In 1645, a man named 
Oliver Cromwell and his army had 
the crazy idea to ban Christmas 
from England. Since you already 
know that European settlers 

with wet snow and were 
freezing like the icicles 
hanging on the window sill. 
As they opened the door there 
little pet baby reindeer licked 
the snow off their faces. “Oh 
boy what a crazy day’’ Scott 
said while taking his 3 layers 
of clothing off.” Yeah first 
Elmer ripped up Sam's 
finished product of our picture 
assignment then Julie pushed 
me over and I was late for 
class” Sapphire complained. 
Once they were finished with 
homework they enjoyed some 
warm milk and cookies. 
                                 The End 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sweet and scrumptious pie that 
gives you that holiday feeling.  

Source: 
https://www.purewow.com/food/
Best-Christmas-Foods-Ranked  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS - 

DECEMBER 2019 
12/20 - Early Dismissal for 

Students/Staff  
12/23 - 1/1 - Winter Recess 

(Closed) 
 
 
 

Oh Winter  
by: Autumn Hutchison 

 
Oh Winter’s here again 

The bears are hibernating 
 and the birds are migrating.  

Oh winter’s here again  
Wolves, foxes and bunnies 
grow thick fur to keep them 

warm.  
Oh winter’s here again  

It’s hard for wolves and foxes to 
hunt their prey 

Oh winter’s here again 
The prey changes colors to 

white.  
Oh winter here again 

 
 
 

Different Types of Santa 
Claus Around the World 
By: Mikaela-Felice Aranez 
Did you know there are several 
different types of Santa Claus? 
Santa Claus in Iceland is called 
Yule Lads. Instead of one 



 

 

moved to North America, then 
that means that at one point the 
colonists never had the joy of 
getting presents! And if you even 
TRIED to celebrate, Cromwell’s 
army would punish you. But don’t 
worry, these rules were gone in 
1681 thanks to the colonists in 
Jamestown and Boston. You 
probably know what I’m talking 
about if you’re in fifth grade. 

 
Fact 3: Santa was originally on a 
newspaper ad that appeared in 
the 19th century. This fact even 
surprises me, but it’s real. How is 
he 1,749 years old? Who decided 
to make him the symbol of 
Christmas? WHY? I have so 
many questions, but I know this 
one is real thanks to research. 
 
Fact 4: You know the song “12 
Days of Christmas”, right? When I 
was little, I used to wish that I 
would actually get the items from 
the song. I was a weird kid, why 
would I ever need a milkmaid? 
Anyways, back to the point. If you 
were to buy all those things in the 
song, it would cost $1.3 million. 
Yup. I’m guessing each item 
costs about $100k, and it’s right. 
Buying people is illegal, anyways. 

 
I hope you enjoyed my useless 
Christmas facts. Actually, come 
to think of it, why would you even 
want to read this if it’s useless? 
Why did I even decide to make it? 
Oh well, I guess the answers will 
be in the next edition of Useless 
Facts. 

 

 
 

person they have  thirteen men 
going around the country giving 
gifts to children while telling 
great stories with meaning. 
Another version of Santa Claus 
comes from Italy. They call this 
jolly fellow Befana. Here, she’s 
an old woman that gives gifts 
during Epiphany Eve. The 
Dutch call their Santa, Saint 
Nikolaas, he too gives gifts to 
young children while they 
sleep. Basically, there are 
different types of Santa Claus’s 
depending on where you live in 
the world. Here’s a small list, 
maybe you know some of 
them? 

● Sweden - Jultomten 
● Hawaii - Kanakoloka 
● Russia - Kolyada 
● Spain - Papa Noel 
● France - Pere Noel 
● Japan - Santa Kurohsu 
● Indonesia - Sinterklas 
● Ireland - Santy 

 


